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MADELEEN AND ROGER
WILLINK TURNED TG
LITHUANIA TO SOQURCE THEIR
OAK FRAME HOUSE WHICH
OCCUPIES AN ENVIABLE SITE
OM THE EDGE OF ASHDOWN
FOREST IN EAST SUSSEX

rdaring a howsa from Lithuania s not the usual
wiay 1o bulld youwr cwn bowse In this country bue if
Madelaan and Roger Willink's experience is
anythilng ta go by it could becomse the iorm

Rager and Madelaan baught a 100 year old dormer
bumgalow an the edge of Aslsdown Forest in East Sussen In
1964 and (hed there for about five years while Madelsan’s
parents llved in the eoliage next doae.

“The houss was in a beautiful position and having my
parents nearby was wonderful” <ays Madeleen, “bul the
house was a serbes of sheds and barns that had haepn
cobbléd together and it needed constamt malntenance.

20 Sob Uk Desig Ceos e 1T

i

AL

Fr e
IR I

il |l

o

i n .
My parants moved away because the cottage was 5o small
and damp.”

By 1999 the Willink's had five children and the house was

“slmply too smndl for them. They decided to buy & larger house

wnd rent out the old one,

It wias Christmas 2002 that declded the fate of the old dormes
bBungatow. “l had a phone call from the tenants asking us ta do
something because there wes water conéng up through the
ground,” Roges recalls. “We decided the ondy thing to dowas to
pull the house down and rebulid. We couldn’t continue Lo rent it
In that state.” Madelesn adds; “We could have sold it 1o a

develboper bust 1's suich i wondesful siee * -
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